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RECOMMENDATION # 01 FROM THE MRC








Upon a request from the Finnish administration the MRC has examined relevant documentation regarding the Iridium system. 


The material has been examined with a view to asses whether the Iridium system meets the milestone criteria 1 through 6, as defined in the relevant CEPT ERC and CEPT ECTRA decisions.





During its 2nd meeting, Geneva 17th November 1997, the MRC agreed on the following:








1.	Submission of ITU Advance Publication and Co-ordination Documents





The MRC is of the view that this Milestone is satisfied.





2.	Satellite manufacturing





The MRC is of the view that this Milestone is satisfied.





3.	Completion of the Critical Design Review





The MRC is of the view that this Milestone is satisfied.





4.	Satellite launch agreement





The MRC is of the view that this Milestone is satisfied.





5.	Gateway earth stations





The MRC is of the view that this Milestone is satisfied.

















6.	Launch of satellites





The MRC is of the view that this Milestone is satisfied.





However, it was noted by MRC that in regard to Milestone 6, it would have preferred and expected somewhat more substantial evidence than press releases.


It was further noted by the MRC that in accordance with part b) of Milestone 6,


the MRC expects periodic provision of documentation from an administration regarding subsequent launches and in-orbit deployment.





OTHER OBSERVATIONS BY MRC:





The 2nd meeting of the MRC expressed concerns with respect to the possibility of harmful interference between the Iridium system and Radio Astronomy services.


The MRC shared the view that the possible interference from Iridium downlink transmissions with the Radio Astronomy services represents a problem of a very serious nature.


The nature of this potential interference problem is so that downlink transmissions into one CEPT country could result in interference to radio astronomy stations in other countries, as traffic grows. On this basis it was further observed by the MRC that the problem is of a nature which should be addressed on a CEPT wide basis, rather than a national basis.





It was recognised by the MRC that the CEPT ERC WGSE is studying the above mentioned interference problem.





The documentation submitted to the MRC with respect to the Iridium system does not contain certified copies. In this particular case, the MRC did not deem it necessary to request certified copies.
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